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MAN  THE  OFFSPRING  OF  DEITY 

Elder  Heber  C.  Iverson  in  Salt  Lake  Tabernacle  gives  answer 
to  question,  "  What  are  We?  " 


Following  is  the  text  of  an  address  de- 
livered in  the  Salt  Lake  Tabernacle,  Sun- 
day, 24th  November,  1935,  by  Elder 
Heber  C.  Iverson,  in  which  he  answers 
the  question:  "  What  are  we?  " 

Some  months  ago,  in  one  of  the  widely- 
read  magazines  of  our  nation,  there  ap- 
peared an  article  that  was  intensely  in- 
teresting to  me  and  to  many  others  who 
chanced  to  read  it. 

It  was  written  by  one  of  our  nation's 
outstanding  movie  stars,  one  who  has 
gained  the  proud  distinction  of  being 
called  "  America's  Little  Sweetheart  " — 
Mary  Pickford.  About  a  year  and  a  half 
ago  she  wrote  an  article  under  the  title  : 
"  Why  Not  Try  God?  " 

This  article  was  widely  read  and  highly 
commended.  The     companion     article, 

which  recently  appeared  under  the  title  of 

Why  Die?  "  had  as  its  introduction 
three       significant      questions,       namely  : 


"  What     are     we? 


Where     are    we 


going?  "  "If  a  loved  one  is  separated 
from  us,  is  it  for  all  time?  " 

These  problems,  which  are  interest- 
ing subjects  for  discussion,  would  re- 
quire many  hours  to  completely  consider, 
and  of  course  the  time  is  not  ours. 
"  What  are  we?  "  is  the  first  question 
propounded.  Centuries  ago  the  psalmist, 
David,  asked  the  same  question  of  the 
Lord:  "  What  is  man,  that  thou  art 
mindful  of  him,  or  the  son  of  man,  that 
thou  visiteth  him?  Thou  hast  made  him 
a  little  lower  than  the  angeis,  and  nast 
crowned  him  with  glory  and  honour." 

Shakespeare,  in  his  creat  admiration 
for  man,   exclaimed  : 

"  What  a  piece  of  work  is  man,  how 
noble  in  reason,  how  infinite  in  faculty,  in 
form  and  moving  how  express  and  admir- 
able ;  in  action  how  like  an  angel,  in  ap- 
prehension how  like  a  god  ! 
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A  Child  of  God. 

He  could  not  be  other,  for  he  is  a  child 
of  God. 

John,  the  beloved  disciple  of  the  Lord, 
in  the  third  chapter  of  his  first  epistle, 
said  : 

"  Now  are  we  the  sons  of  God,  and  it 
doth  not  yet  appear  what  we  shall  be ; 
but  we  know  that  when  he  shall  appear 
we  shall  be  like  him  ;  for  we  shall  see  him 
as  he  is." 

Paul,  learned  apostle,  rebuking  the 
Athenians  for  their  idolatrous  worship, 
proclaimed  unto   them  : 

"  Ye  men  of  Athens,  I  perceive  that  in 
all  things  ye  are  too  superstitious. 

"  For  as  I  passed  by,  and  beheld  your 
devotions,  I  found  an  altar  with  this  in- 
scription :  "TO  THE  UNKNOWN 
GOD.  Whom  therefore  ye  ignorantly 
worship,  him  declare  I  unto  you." 

"  As  certain  also  of  your  own  poets 
have  said,  For  we  are  also  his  offspring  ; 
For  as  much  then  as  we  are  the  offspring 
of  God  we  ought  not  to  think  that  the 
Godhead  is  like  unto  gold  or  silver,  or 
stone,  graven  by  art  and  man's  device." 

Relationship  Proclaimed. 

We  are  the  offspring  of  God.  Our  re- 
lationship to  our  Father  in  Heaven,  and 
to  his  Son,  elder  brother,  the  Re- 
deemer of  the  World,  was  proclaimed  in 
plain  and  forceful  language  on  the  occa- 
sion of  his  resurrection,  or  shortly  after 
He  had  risen  from  the  tomb. 

The  scene  enacted  at  the  opening  of  the 
sepulchre,  the  rock-hewn  tomb  of  Joseph 
of  Arimathea,  was  the  most  thrilling  and 
glorious  in  all  the  history  of  the  universe. 
The  event  is  recorded  by  each  of  the 
writers  of  the  gospels,  Matthew,  Mark, 
Luke  and  John,  but  John's  description  is, 
to  me,  the  most  poetic  and  thrilling.  1 
am  going  to  beg  your  indulgence  while  I 
read  portions  of  it,  for  it  contains  not 
only  the  wonderful  thought  I  have  indi- 
cated, as  to  our  true  relationship,  but  it 
contains  other  beautiful  thoughts  and 
profound  truths. 

The  Scripture  Account. 

'  The  first  day  of  the  week  cometh 
Mary  Magdelene  early,  when  it  was  yet 
dark,  unto  the  sepulchre,  and  seeth  the 
stone  taken  away  from  the  sepulchre. 


'  Then  she  runneth,  and  cometh  to 
Simon  Peter,  and  to  the  other  disciples, 
whom  Jesus  loved,  and  saith  unto  them. 
They  have  taken  away  the  Lord  out  of 
the  Sepulchre,  and  we  know  not  where 
they  have  laid  him. 

"  But  Mary  stood  without  at  the  sepul- 
chre weeping ;  and  as  she  wept,  she 
stooped  down,  and  looked  into  the  sepul- 
chre. 

"  And  seeth  two  angels  in  white  sit- 
ting, the  one  at  the  head,  and  the  other 
at  the  feet,  where  the  body  of  Jesus  had 
lain. 

"  And  they  say  unto  her,  Woman  why 
weepest  thou?  She  said  unto  them,  be- 
cause they  have  taken  away  my  Lord,  and 
I    know   not    where   they    have    laid    him. 

"  And  when  she  had  thus  said,  she 
turned  herself  back,  and  saw  Jesus  stand- 
ing, and  knew  not  that  it  was  Jesus. 

"  Jesus  saith  unto  her,  Woman,  why 
weepest  thou?  Whom  seekest  thou? 
She,  supposing  him  to  be  the  gardener, 
saith  unto  him,  Sir,  if  thou  have  borne 
him  hence,  tell  me  where  thou  hast  laid 
him,   and   I   will  take  him  away. 

"  Jesus  saith   unto  her,   Mary.  She 

turned  herself,  and  saith  unto  him  Rab- 
boni :  which  is  to  say,  Master. 

"  Jesus  saith  unto  her,  Touch  me  not; 
for  I  am  not  yet  ascended  to  my  Father ; 
but  go  to  my  brethren,  and  say  unto  them, 
I  ascend  unto  my  Father,  and  your 
Father;  and  to  my  God,  and  your  God." 

He  is  our  Father. 

He  is  our  Father.  He  is  the  Father 
of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Redeemer  of  the 
World.  He  is  Jesus  Christ's  God.  He 
is  our  God.  This,  in  brief,  is  the  con- 
ception of  the  Christian  with  respect  to 
his  origin  and  what  he  is,  unlike  that  of 
the  scientist — shall  I  qualify  the  so-called 
scientist,  who  says  that  we  are  the  off- 
spring of  the  ape,  that  we  are  the  eventual 
offspring  of  the  lower,  yea,  the  lowest 
form   of  life. 

Recently,  before  the  British  Philosophi- 
cal Society,  Professor  Fleming  declared 
that  the  evolution  theory  of  man's  origin, 
the.  theory  that  he  developed  from  apes 
or  other  lower  animals  by  slow  changes 
requiring  millions  of  years  was  a  product 
of  the  imagination.  On  the  other  hand 
"we  can  quite  appropriately  assert."     Sir 
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Ambrose  said,  "  that  the  origin  of  man  is 
to  be  looked  for  in  the  creative  power  of 
self-conscious  Creator,  and  Supreme  in- 
telligence and  Will." 

Slowly  Learning. 

Dr.  Millikan  said:  "  Modern  science  of 
the  real  sort  " — making  here  a  distinc- 
tion between  the  classes,  classifying  some 
modern  science  as  of  the  "  real  sort  " — 
"  is  slowly  learning  to  walk  humbly  with 
its  God,  and  in  this  is  making  a  great 
contribution  to  religion." 

"  In  his  work,  '  A  Scientist  Confesses 
his  Faith,'  he  says: 

"  My  fourth  obvious  fact  is  that  every 
one  who  reflects  at  all  believes,  in  one 
way  or  another,  in  God.  From  my  point 
of  view,  the  word  '  atheism  '  is  generally 
used  most  carelessly,  unscientifically,  and 
unintelligently,  for  it  is  to  me  unthink- 
able that  a  real  atheist  should  exist  at 
all." 

"  Let  me  then  henceforth  use  the  word 
'  God  '  to  describe  that  which  is  behind 
the  mystery  of  existence  and  that  which 
gives  meaning  to  it.  I  think  you  will  not 
misunderstand  me,  then,  when  I  say  that 
I  have  never  yet  known  a  thinking  man 
who  did  not  believe  in  God." 

Under  the  heading  "  Science  needs 
humility  "  a  noted  educator,  Glenn 
Frank,   said  : 

It  may  be  indiscreet  for  the  president 
of  a  university  to  say  it,  but  it  is  difficult 
to  find  twentieth  century  teachers  of 
science  who  are  not  at  heart  as  dogmatic 
as  thirteenth  century  teachers  of  theology. 

Science  will  win. 

"  I  doubt  that  science  will  even  win  its 
war  against  superstition  until  it  really 
practises  the  humility  of  Judgment  it 
preaches.  Because  I  think  it  has  crucial 
importance,  I  want  here  to  put  into  con- 
densed and  convenient  form  the  following 
statement  by  Charles  Richet,  distinguish- 
ed  French  physiologist : 

'  It  is  above  all  in  studying  the  his- 
tory of  science  that  our  total  lack  of 
scientific  spirit  is  exposed  in  all  its  naked- 
ness. The  evolution  of  the  sciences  is 
nothing  but  a  long  tissue  of  superstitions, 
and  in  reality  scientific  errors  do  not  cut 
such  a  poor  figure  even  in  comparison 
with  those  of  religion. 


"  '  We  should  require  a  faith  as  sturdy 
as  that  of  the  camel-driver  of  Mecca  to 
feel  sure  that  a  thousand  years  hence  our 
theory  of  ions  will  be  considered  a 
tissue  of  childish  nonsense. 

"  We  stand  aghast." 

"  '  What  a  painful  cosmic  miscellany 
we  should  compile  of  all  the  crazy  notions 
held  by  the  greatest  scholars  and  solemnly 
professed  in  the  universities.  Opening 
at  random  a  volume  of  Pliny,  Aristotle, 
Galen,  Descartes,  Galileo  or  Leibritz,  that 
is  to  say,  of  the  greatest  of  the  great,  we 
stand,  aghast  before  their  ignorance,  and 
above  all  before  their  credulity. 

"  '  If  the  master  of  human  thought 
could  reason  so  falsely  what  becomes  of 
the  ignorant  masses,  the  small  fry  among 
men? 

"'  '  Oh,  our  poor  forefathers.  Don't 
let  us  poke  fun  at  them,  however,  for  in 
a  thousand  years,  perhaps  even  sooner, 
our  theories  of  chemistry,  physics,  astron- 
omy and  medicine  will  be  so  out  of  date 
that  no  one  will  mention  them  except  in 
jest. 

"  '  Whatever  scholars  taught  in  1628 
the  people  firmly  believed — just  as  they 
firmly  believe  what  modern  scholars  teach 
to-day. 

Thousands  of  Theories. 

"  '  There  are  thousands  of  contempo- 
rary theories  claiming  to  be  scientific,  but 
nevertheless  absurd,  to  which  we  are  in 
bondage  ;  and  thousands  of  other  theories 
denounced  as  heretical  which  we  refuse 
to  credit  in  the  face  of  overwhelming 
proofs.  But  how  many  facts  there  are 
that  we  have  utterly  failed  to  notice ! 
How  many  magnificent  theories  of  which 
we  have  no  inkling  !  One  of  these  days 
these  will  be  proved,  at  least  for  a  time. 
But  if  we  were  confronted  with  them  to- 
day we  should  be  struck  dumb  with 
amazement.' 

"  This  tentative  spirit,  this  intellectual 
humility,  is  everyhere  professed  by 
science,  and  yet  a  visitation  of  classrooms 
and  laboratories  will  reveal  multiplied 
thousands  of  teachers  of  science  teaching 
the  current  theories  of  chemistry  and 
physics  as  if  they  were  immutable  laws 
handed  down  from  some  Sinai. 
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"Not  only  shall  we  be  more  scientific 
but  we  shall  be  more  successful  in  the  war 
against  superstition  when  we  achieve  the 
true  humility  of  the  scientific  spirit." 

A  bombshell. 

Professor  William  Bateson,  world 
famous  English  biologist,  threw  a  bomb- 
shell into  the  convention  of  the  American 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Science  by  declaring  that  it  was  impossi- 
ble for  scientists  any  longer  to  agree  with 
Charles  Darwin's  theory  of  the  origin  of 
species. 

Professor  Shaler,  of  Harvard,  says : 
"  The  Darwinian  hypothesis  is  still  un- 
verified." 

Dr.  Etheridge,  of  the  British  Museum, 
says  there  is  not  a  particle  of  evidence 
of  transmutation  of  species." 

Professor  Virchow,  one  of  the  greatest 
anthropologists,  declared:  "  The  attempt 
to  find  the  transition  from  the  animal  to 
man  has   ended   in   total   failure." 

To  Good  Deeds. 

The  Christian's  sublime  faith  in  God 
as  our  Father  inspires  to  good  deeds,  con- 
ducts our  powers  to  noble  ends,  makes 
us  loving,  gentle,  heroic,  eradicates  our 
selfishness,  establishes  within  us  the  prin- 
ciple of  benevolence,  and  enables  us  to 
meet  death  with  equanimity,  if  not  with 
triumph,  in  the  hope  of  a  glorious  resur- 
rection and  a  happy  immortality. 

A  striking  example  of  the  noble  and 
hallowed  influence  of  the  Christian's  con- 
ception of  his  exalted  origin  and  destiny 
was  related  to  me  a  few  years  ago,  when 
I  stood  at  the  bedside  of  a  dear  friend, 
one  of  the  outstanding  pyhsicians  and  sur- 
geons of  our  state,  a  noble  character,  who 
had  widely  read,  widely  travelled.  I 
have  reference  to  the  late  Dr.  Samuel  H. 
Allen. 

Among  other  things  he  said,  "  I  re- 
call an  experience  in  my  youth  that  has 
been  to  me  the  most  inspiring  and  sus- 
taining of  all  the  incidents  that  have  ever 
come  into  my  life.  While  a  student  in 
the  Brigham  Young  University,  during 
the  lifetime  of  the  late  beloved  Dr.  Karl 
G.  Maeser,  I  with  other  students  were  one 
morning  raising  what  we  ordinarily  call 
'  rough-house,'  when  Dr.  Maeser  entered 
the  classroom.     The  confusion  was  great. 


Dr.  Maeser  ascended  the  platform  and 
stood  looking  sternly  upon  the  riotous 
scene.  Finally,  when  order  was  gained, 
he  looked  at  us  very  seriously  and  said  : 
'  Boys,  boys  don't  be  scrubs.  Remember 
you  are  sons  of  God.' 

"  Those  words  sank  deeply  into  my 
soul,  as  no  other  words  had  ever  done 
before.  That  thought  and  those  words 
echoed  and  re-echoed  in  my  whole  being, 
and  whenever  I  thereafter  stood  in  the 
presence  of  temptation,  however  appeal- 
ing, it  was  to  my  selfish  desire  or  my 
appetite,  those  words  sustained  me  :  '  Re- 
member you  are  sons  of  God.'  : 

Outstanding  Characters. 

In  that  group  were  other  outstanding 
characters  whose  lives,  I  believe,  were 
also  influenced  very  largely  by  the  con- 
sciousness of  that  glorious  truth  which 
had  such  an  overwhelming  appeal  and  ir- 
resistible impress  upon  the  soul  of  Dr. 
Allen.  In  that  group,  as  I  recall  it,  there 
were,  as  he  said,  such  men  as  Senator 
Reed  Smoot,  Dr.  James  E.  TalmaJge, 
Justice  George  Sutherland,  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
Senator  William  H.  King,  Dr.  George 
H.  Brimhall,  Dr.  Joseph  Tanner,  and 
others  known  to  many  of  you. 

These  are  outstanding  men  of  national 
reputation,  of  international  fame,  who 
have  risen  to  heights  that  few  men  reach 
in  life.  Had  they  been  told  on  that  occa- 
sion :  "  Remember  you  are  sons  of  mon- 
keys ;  you  are  the  descendants  of  an  ape. 
You  are  the  descendants,  in  fact,  of  one 
little,  single,  slimy  cell  or  protoplasm  in 
a  stagnant  pool  millions  of  year  ago,  that 
was  endowed,  in  some  mysterious  man- 
ner, with  the  touch  of  life  from  some  un- 
known source  would  they  have  risen  to 
such  heights  of  glory.  No,  that  idea  to 
me  is  far  more  difficult  to  believe  than 
are  the  revelations  of  the  Lord  which  de- 
clare that  God  is  our  Father,  and  that  we 
are  eternal  beings ;  that,  as  President 
Brigham  Young  said  :  "  The  life  that  is 
within  us  is  part  of  an  eternity  of  life  and 
is  organized  spirit  which  has  been  clothed 
upon  by  a  mortal  tabernacle,  thus  con- 
stituting our  present  being,  which  has 
been  designed  bv  an  all-wise  Creator  for 
the  accumulation  of  greater  intelligence. 
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The  material  out  of  which  our  bodies  and 
our  spirits  have  been  organized  has  been 
taken  from  the  eternity  of  matter  which 
fills  immensity."  Yes,  intelligence  is  as 
eternal  as  time  and  space,  as  matter  and 
force  and  is   indestructible. 

To  the  Prophet. 

"  Man  was  also  in  the  beginning-  with 
God,"  says  the  revelation  to  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith,  "  That  which  is  spirit, 
even  the  spirit  of  truth,  intelligence, 
or  the  light  of  truth,  was  not  cre- 
ated or  made,  neither  indeed  can  be.  All 
truth  is  independent  in  that  sphere  in 
which  God  has  placed  it,  to  act  for  itself, 
as  all  intelligence,  otherwise  there  is  no 
existence." 

In  the  Pearl  of  Great  Price,  and  in  the 
Book  of  Abraham  of  that  volume  of  scrip- 
ture, we  have  the  words  of  the  Lord  to 
Abraham,  Abraham  says  : 

"  Now,  the  Lord  had  shown  unto  me, 
Abraham,  the  intelligeneies  that  were 
organized  before  the  world  was ;  and 
among  all  these  there  were  many  of  the 
noble  and  great  ones  : 

"  An  God  saw  these  souls  that  they 
were  good,  and  he  stood  in  the  midst  of 
them,  and  he  said  :  These  I  will  make  my 
rulers ;  for  he  stood  among  those  that 
were  spirits,  and  he  saw  that  they  were 
good;  and  he  said  unto  me:  Abraham, 
thou  art  one  of  them  :  thou  wast  chosen 
before  thou  wast  born." 

Now  we  get  some  conception  of  the 
meaning  of  the  scripture  contained  in  the 
Revelations,  where  we  find  that  John  The 
Revelator  describes  a  scene  enacted  before 
the  creation  of  this  physical  universe  upon 
which  you  and  I  live  : 

"  And  there  was  war  in  heaven; 
Michael  and  his  angels  fought  against  the 
dragon ;  and  the  dragon  fought  and  his 
angels. 

"  And  prevailed  not;  neither  was  their 
place  found  any  more  in  heaven. 

"  And  the  great  dragon  was  cast  out." 

There  was  contention  there,  the  ques- 
tion of  free  ag-ency  which  mankind  should 
enjoy  or  not  enjoy,  was  involved.  There 
were  contending  forces,  one  for  and  one 
against,  but  those  who  fought  for  the 
truth  prevailed. 


Job  was  asked  of  the  Lord  : 

"  Where  wast  thou  when  I  laid  the 
foundations  of  the  earth? 

"  When  the  morning  stars  sang  to- 
gether, and  all  the  sons  of  God  shouted 
for  joy?  " 

An  occasion  that  gave  rejoicing  and 
gladness  to  all  the  sons  of  God,  and  the 
stars  of  heaven  likewise  shouted  for  joy. 
That  must  have  been  an  important  event. 

We  did  not  spring  into  being  out  of 
nothing.  We  have  not  come  from  no- 
where, but,  as  Wordsworth,  in  his  "  Ode 
to  Immortality  "   said  : 

"  Our  birth  is  but  a  sleep  and  a  for- 
getting 

The  soul  that  rises  with  us,  our  life's 
star, 

Hath  had  elsewhere  its  setting, 

And  cometh  from  afar. 

"  Not  in  entire  forgetfulness, 

Not  in  utter  nakedness, 

But    trailing    clouds    of    glory,    do    we 

come 
From  God,  who  is  our  home." 

Speaking  of  the  incident  that  lies  in 
the  path  of  all  here,  of  all  living  and  that 
has  been  experienced  by  all  who  have 
passed  into  the  spirit  world,  the  prophet 
of  old  said,  of  this  incident  in  life  which 
we  call  death  : 

"  Then  shall  the  dust  return  to  the 
earth  as  it  was,  and  the  spirit  shall  re- 
turn unto  God  who  gave  it." 

Is  it  literal? 

Is  it  literal,  this  reference  to  the  dust 
of  the  earth?  Yes.  Every  element  of 
this  physical  body  is  native  to  Mother 
Earth.  From  it  our  bodies  came.  To 
it  our  bodies  shall  return.  Out  of  the 
dust  of  the  earth  came  the  elements  which 
produce  the  gulden  grain,  the  mellow 
fruit,  and  the  "  rainbow-tinted  flowers," 
in  the  language  of  a  poet.  The  elements 
of  earth  are  transmitted  by  a  power  un- 
known to  science  and  unknowable  to 
human  mind,  into  golden  grain ;  or  by 
some  God-given,  mysterious  power  the 
little  seed  that  is  cast  into  Mother  Earth, 
the  grain  of  wheat    or  corn,  or  what  not. 
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has  within  it  a  mysterious  power  to  ap- 
propriate to  its  own  unfolding  and  de- 
velopment, transmuting  the  elements  of 
earth  into  stalk,  into  leaf,  into  blossom, 
into  golden  grain,  mellow  fruit,  and  rain- 
bow-tinted flowers.  And  the  golden 
grain  and  mellow  fruit  in  turn  are  trans- 
muted, by  the  processes  of  digestion,  and 
assimilation  into  the  very  tissues  of  our 
physical  bodies  and  become  the  very  sus- 
tenance and  substance  of  our  earthly 
bodies. 

"  Then  shall  the  dust  return  to  the 
earth  as  it  was,"  is  literal.  "  Then  shall 
the  spirit  return  unto  God,"  is  likewise 
verily   true   and   literal. 

Edgar  Guest,  whose  poems  we  love  to 
read  because  of  the  simplicity  of  his  dic- 
tion, the  practical  character  of  his  sublime 
thoughts,  in  a  recent  book  of  his  "  The 
Light  of  Faith,"  under  the  title  of  "  Un- 
instructed,"  says  : 

"  I    am    going    to    send    you    down    to 
earth," 

Said  God  to  me,  one  day  ; 
"  I  am  giving  you  what  men  call  birth  ; 

To-night   you    start   away. 

"  I  want  you  there  to  live  with  men 
Until  I  call  you  home  again." 

I  trembled  as  I  heard  him  speak, 
Yet   knew   that    I    must   go. 

I  felt  his  hand  upon  my  cheek, 
And    wished    that    I    might    know 

Just    what,    on    earth,    should    be    my 
path, 
And  timidly  I  dared  to  ask  : 

"  Tell  me,   before  I  start  away, 

What  thou  wouldst  have  me  do  ; 
What  message   wouldst  thou   have  me 

give? 
When  shall  my  work  be  through  ? 

"  That  I  may  serve  thee  on  the  earth, 

Tell  me  the  purpose  of  my  birth." 
God  smiled  at  me  and  sweetly  said  : 

"  Oh,  you  shall  find  your  task. 
"  I   want  you  free  life's  path  to  tread, 

So  do  not  stay  to  ask. 
Remember  if  your  best  you  do, 

That  I  shall  ask  no  more  of  you." 


Will   come   to   all. 

These  are  heaven -inspired  words — for 
they  are  inspired,  poets  have  been  styled 
minor  prophets,  and  I  accept  the  appela- 
tion,  believing  that  every  soul  dedicated  to 
a  lofty  purpose,  every  heart  that  has  for 
its  desire  the  blessing  and  inspiration  and 
uplift  of  fellow-man  is  recognized  of 
heaven,  and  divine  guidance,  help  and  in- 
spiration will  come  to  such  a  soul, 
whether  he  be  called  Christian,  or  what- 
soever he  might  be  called. 

So,  "  What  are  we?  "  is  answered  in 
these  and  many  other  like  assertions  and 
scriptural   facts   that  mav  be  found. 

"  My  humble  testimony." 

This  is  my  sincere  conviction  and  my 
humble  testimony  :  That  God  our  Father 
lives,  reigns  supreme  in  the  heavens 
above ;  Jesus,  his  Son,  our  Elder 
Brother,  is  the  Redeemer  of  the  World. 
He  came  forth  from  the  rock-hewn  tomb, 
having  broken  the  bands  of  death,  and 
brought  to  mankind  the  resurrection,  and 
opened  the  grave,  that  all  shall  stand  forth 
in   immortality.  He  has  revealed  him- 

self, with  his  Son,  the  Redeemer  of  the 
world,  in  this  dispensation  in  which  we 
live,  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  who 
has  seen  them  and  heard  their  voices, 
and  under  whose  direction  he  has  organ- 
ized 'the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Lat- 
ter-day Saints.  The  Gospel  is  here. 
Authority  to  officiate  in  the  saving  and 
redeeming  ordinances  is  here,  and  all  the 
blessings  that  were  common  to  the  Church 
in  ancient  days  are  to  be  found  in  the 
Church  of  Christ  to-day. 

May  the  Lord  help  us  to  realize  that 
we  are  truly  the  children  of  God,  and  like 
Dr.  Allen,  when  we  stand  in  the  midst 
of  temptation  to  do  wrong,  may  it  echo 
in  our  souls  and  re-echo  in  our  lives. 
Remember,  we  are  sons  and  daughters  of 
God.  May  this  glorious  inspiration  sus- 
tain us  in  paths  of  righteousness  and 
honour  to  the  glorified  presence. 


"  We  begin  to  progress  when  we  call 
our  pet  vices  by  their  right  names." 

— Nephi  Jensen. 
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Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servant 


Elder  Mo.ris 

This  can  be  said  in  all  sincerity  in  say- 
ing farewell  to  Elder  Morris  Pratt 
Woolley,  who  leaves  South  Africa's 
sunny  shores  the  end  of  this  month. 

Elder  Woolley  arrived  in  the  South 
African  mission  on  the  6th  of  November, 
1933,  and  has  served  two  districts  as 
District  President.  Appointed  District 

President  of  the  Cape  District,  7th 
August,  1934,  he  laboured  in  that  posi- 
tion until  19th  May,  1935,  when  he  was 
transferred  to  the  Transvaal  District  as 
District  President,  in  which  capacity  he 
was    serving   at   the   time   of   his   release. 

His  mission  has  been  outstanding  be- 
cause of  the  diligence,  loyalty  and  ability 
which    he    displayed.  Blessed   with    a 

strong  personality  which  won  the  love 
and  confidence  of  both  members  and 
friends  the  record  which  he  has  set  will 
be  hard  to  surpass.  He  has  been  a  splen- 
did leader,  inspiring  the  travelling 
missionaries  who  have  laboured  with  him 
to  greater  accomplishments,  he  has  ever 
had  their  goodwill,   inspired   enthusiasm, 


Pratt   Woolley 

set  the  pace  himself,  and  has  always  been 
the  one  to  say,   "  Let's  go." 

His  wide  circle  of  friends  in  this  land 
will  miss  him  and  their  desires  will  always 
be  for  his   success  and  happiness. 

Not  only  has  he  been  an  excellent 
missionary  but  he  has  displayed  outstand- 
ing ability  on  the  baseball  diamond  and 
has  been  one  of  the  group  which  brought 
"  Cumorah  "  so  much  into  the  limelight. 
Two  years  in  succession  he  was  selected 
on  the  Western  Provence  team  in  their 
inter-provincial  matches  with  Natal  and 
the  Transvaal.  He  always  played  the 

game  fair  and  square  and  gave  all  that 
he  had. 

May  the  Lord  bless  and  prosper  him 
throughout  his  life  and  may  he  ever  re- 
tain the  sweet  and  wholesome  memory 
of  this,  his  mission  field.  Through 
Cumorah's  Southern  Messenger,  his  host 
of  friends  wish  him  Godspeed,  his  com- 
panions in  the  Lord's  work  express  their 
love  and  appreciation  for  his  association 
and  look  forward  to  future  meetings  with 
him.— B. 
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THIS  BUSINESS  OF  LIVING 

By  Dr  Herbert   B.  Maw,  Dean  of    Men  University  of  Utah 


Radio  address,  Sunday,  5th  January, 
1936.       KSL,  8.30  p.m. 

This  is  the  first  Sunday  of  the  Now 
Near. 

As  we  turn  our  faces  from  that  which 
has  been  and  contemplate,  with  somewhat 
apprehensive  hearts,  the  future,  are  not 
many  of  us  impressed  with  the  conviction 
that  we  are  groping,  as  it  were,  in  the 
dark,  diligently  searching  for  some  degree 
of  happiness,  but  often  unable  to  distin- 
guish anything-  which  gives  real  content- 
ment? 

As  we  apply  ourselves  to  our  daily  tasks 
is  it  not  true  that  perhaps  the  majority 
of  us,  unthinkingly,  assume  that  wealth 
is  the  basis  of  all  things  most  desirable, 
and  so  plunge  as  best  we  can  into  the 
business  of  earning-  money — forgetting, 
as  we  do  so,  many  things  which  should  be 
remembered  ? 

As  I  look  about  me  and  communicate 
with  my  friends,  I  am  constantly  im- 
pressed with  the  feeling  that  far  too  many 
of  us  are  convinced  that  we  are  not  get- 
ting the  most  from  life  and  in  a  blind 
effort  to  live  fully  we  are  too  often  prone 
to  follow  the  paths  of  dissipation  in  our 
search  for  that  elusive  something  called 
happiness,  only  to  find  after  a  night  of 
revelry  and  regrets  that  we  are  still  far 
from   satisfied. 

Should  not  forget. 

Though,  of  course,  the  matter  of  pro- 
ducing enough  with  which  to  provide 
physical  comforts  and  needs  for  our  fami- 
lies and  ourselves  is  a  most  important 
factor  in  our  modern  civilization,  we 
should  not  forget  that  there  are  other 
avenues  of  human  endeavour  within  reach 
of  all  of  us — avenues  capable  of  contri- 
buting far  more  to  life  than  any  person 
could  possibly  realize  until  he  has  looked 
around  him  and  woven  into  his  daily  liv- 
ing the  factors  which  God  must  have  in- 
tended that  we  all  enjoy.  It  is  to  this 
business  of  living  tha_  I  shall  address 
myself  on  this  first  Sabbath  evening  of 
the  New  Year. 


As  I  have  studied  the  Scriptures  and 
particularly  the  teachings  of  Jesus,  I 
have  been  impressed  with  the  fact  that 
according  to  Christian  doctrine,  no  indi- 
vidual can  apply  all  of  his  efforts  toward 
the  accumulation  of  material  things  and 
get  very  much  true  happiness  from  life. 
It  seems  to  me  that  Christ  has  empha- 
sized the  fact  that  there  are  no  fewer 
than  six  sides  to  every  human  being  and 
that  each  of  these  six  sides  must  be  fed 
and  developed,  if  a  person  is  to  enjoy  a 
fullness  of  life.  In  case  he  overdevelopes 
any  one  or  more  or  the  six  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  others,  he  thereby  deprives 
himself  of  much  that  God  must  have  in- 
tended that  we  all  enjoy  else  he  would 
not  have  instructed  us  as  he  has. 

On  the  other  hand. 

On  the  other  hand,  giving  some  daily 
attention  to  each  of  the  six  provides  one 
with  a  philosophy  of  life  which  will  build 
him  up  and  add  so  much  to  his  daily  ex- 
periences that  the  monotony  usually  ac- 
companying the  responsibiliitv  of  earning 
a  livelihood  will  be  materially  diminished. 

With  no  intention  of  presenting  my 
ideas  in  any  order  of  their  importance, 
I  shall  list  below  what  I  consider  to  be 
the  six  phases  of  every  human  which  must 
i  be  developed  if  one  is  to  get  the  most 
from    life. 

The  first  of  the  six  I  shall  call,  for  want 
of  a  better  term,  the  moral  side  of  man. 
this  is  the  phase  of  every  person  which 
demands  that  he  look  beyond  his  own 
interests  in  order  to  find  one  of  the  most 
satisfying  of  all  types  of  happiness.  It  is 
that  side  of  living  which  embodies  the 
second  great  commandment :  ' '  Thou 
shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself." 

Would  it  not  be  well? 

It  causes  a  person  to  at  least  occa- 
sionally raise  his  sights  above  the  level 
of  the  animal  and  devote  some  of  his 
efforts  towards  helping  instead  of  hinder- 
ing, and  building  instead  of  destroying. 
Would  it  not  be  well  for  each  of  us 
whether  we  be  rich  or  poor,  business  men, 
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professional  people,  farmers,  labourers  or 
what  not,  to  occasionally  check  on  our 
own  daily  routine  with  a  view  of  deter- 
mining whether  we  actually  demand  more 
from  our  living  than  the  animal?  By 
this  I  mean,  do  we  seek  from  life  more 
than  most  any  animal  would  desire?  Why 
make  it  so  that  any  beast  of  the  field — 
even  a  hog  in  the  bog — can  satisfy  its 
passions,  appease  its  appetite  and  enjoy 
shelter  from  storms  and  its  life  is  full. 
It  seeks  no  more.  Do  we  seek  any  more 
than  these,  as  we  live?  Are  all  of  our 
efforts  directed  towards  working,  and 
saving  and  planning  merely  to  satisfy  our 
physical  desires  as  the  animal  does? 

Such  are  Starving. 

This  thought  is  a  challenging  one. 
My  observations  convince  me  that  mil- 
lions of  people  seldom  look  beyond  their 
own  immediate  physical  interests  in  their 
daily   lives.  Such   people   are   starving 

their  moral  selves  and  blotting  out  their 
existence  a  phase  of  happiness  which  is 
enormously  desirable,  but  is  enjoyed  by 
none  except  those  who  begin  looking 
about  them  to  see  the  needs  of  others 
and  who  devote  a  part  of  their  time  and 
their  attention  in  lending  a  helping  hand. 
No  life  is  full  and  no  happiness  is  com- 
plete until  an  occasional  effort  is  put  forth 
to  unselfishly  brighten  the  way  of  a  fel- 
low man.  We  cannot  have  a  full  life 
if  we  ignore  the  admonition  of  Christ 
when  he  said  : 

"He  that  shall  be  the  greatest  among 
you  shall  be  the  servant  of  all." 

We  must  feed  our  moral  selves  if  we 
should    fully    live. 

The  next  side  of  man  is  his  physical. 
This  is  the  phase  of  us  which  is  best  un- 
derstood and  to  whose  comfort  we  devote 
most  of  our  attention.  It  is  so  obvious 
that  one  who  is  physically  sick  and  un- 
der-developed is  deprived  of  much  of 
life's  happiness  that  no  details  need  be 
mentioned  here. 

Suffice  it  merely  to  say  that  unless  we 
devote  sufficient  regular  attention  to  our 
physical  selves  to  keep  in  good  health, 
and  unless  we  abstain  from  practices 
which  destroy  health,   we  eventually  will 


reach  a  point  when  our  happiness  is  not 
complete. 

Next  comes  the  social  side  of  all  of  us. 
In  modern  living  the  individual  who  per- 
mits bashfulness  or  an  inferiority  complex 
to  push  his  real  personality  into  the  back- 
ground and  who  cannot  be  comfortable 
in  the  company  of  others  nor  cause  others 
to  be  comfortable  in  his  company,  never 
experiences  one  phase  of  true  enjoyment. 
To  be  able  to  live  completely,  each  of  us 
must  improve  our  social  selves. 

The  fourth  of  my  phases  is  the  aesth- 
etic side  of  us.  Within  the  reach  of  all 
human  beings  are  the  beauties  of  the 
world.  Nature — the  handiwork  of  God 
— ever  changing,  never  tiring,  is  every- 
where present.  Yet  how  few  of  us  are 
able  to  hear  the  song  of  the  bird,  or  see 
the  grandeur  of  the  trees,  or  are  inspired 
by  the  music  of  the  winds,  or  the  con- 
fused harmony  of  the  ripples  of  a  running 
stream. 

What  a  Small   Percentage. 

How  few  of  us  listen  to  the  stillness 
of  the  desert.  What  a  small  percentage 
can  catch  the  rhythm  and  swing  of  a 
poem  or  are  carried  away  by  the  inspir- 
ation of  an  opera.  Only  those  who  have 
fed  their  aesthetic  selves  gather  from 
daily  life  the  happiness  that  beauty  gives. 

We  now  approach  the  fifth  side  of  man, 
his  intellectual  being.  To  put  one's  self 
in  a  position  where  one  can  understand 
and  appreciate  the  sciences,  the  philos- 
ophy and  the  literature  of  the  world  is 
indispensably  necessary,  for  complete  liv- 
ing. The  amount  of  satisfaction  that 
comes  to  those  who  are  learned  enough 
to  interpret  contribution  themselves,  is 
inestimable.  It   is   unfortunate   that  so 

few  of  us  see  fit  to  develop  our  minds 
during  leisure  hours  instead  of  reading 
merely  to  amuse  ourselves. 

Fifteen  Minutes  a  Day. 

It  has  been  said  by  one  of  America's 
great  educators  that  a  person  can  lift  him- 
self high  educationally  if  he  will  devote 
but  15  minutes  a  day  in  a  constructive 
study.  No  one  is  so  pressed  for  time 
that  he  could  not  do  this.  Think  of  what 
might   be   accomplished   with    15   minutes 
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of  studying-  every  day.  In  a  month  or 
two  a  history  book  could  be  read  ;  in 
another  month  or  so  a  book  on  philsophy 
or  science  or  literature,  and  within  a  year 
several  volumes  could  be  covered.  As 
one's  interest  in  studying  developed, 
one  would  find  it  easy  and  desirable  to 
devote  longer  periods  each  day  to  mental 
progression.  It  would  not  take  many 
years  of  regular  attention  to  one's  intel- 
lectual self  before  he  would  be  amazed 
at  his  accomplishments.  By  daily  study 
he  would  make  his  life  fuller,  and  he 
would  then  realize  that  no  life  is  complete 
where  the  mind  has  been  starved.  One's 
intellect  must  be  fed  with  mental  food, 
to  grow. 

But  Often  Neglected. 

Lastly,  there  is  our  religious  side,  the 
side  that  is  universally  recognised  but 
often  neglected  and  the  phase  of  life 
which  satisfies  the  soul  of  man.  It 
includes  more  than  merely  living  good 
lives,  essential  as  that  is.  Through 
religion  contact  is  made  with  the  spirit 
of  God.  Man  is  drawn  near  to  Deity. 
In  order  to  satisfy  this  side  of  us  we  must 
not  only  live  justly,  but  must  in  addition 
follow  the  admonition  of  the  Christ  and 
build  within  ourselves  faith  in  God  and 
teach  ourselves  through  daily  practice 
how  to  pray. 

Religion  is  not  a  thing  that  can  come 
into  the  heart  of  a  human  being  in  any 
other  way  than  as  God,  through  Christ 
and  his  prophets,  has  outlined,  namely, 
by  seeking  God.  There  is  no  truer  state- 
ment than  the  one  made  by  Professor 
Emil  Brunner  in  his  most  illuminating 
book  called  "The  Mediator"  when  he 
said  : 

"Through  God  alone  can  God  be 
known." 

Just  As  True. 

No  one  will  contend  that  a  person  can 
become  physically  strong  by  merely  devel- 
oping his  moral  self  or  his  intellectual 
self.  Neither  will  he  contend  that  one 
is  able  to  acquire  an  appreciation  of  the 
beautiful  by  paying  attention  to  his  social 
side.  It  is  just  as  true  that  one  cannot 
become  religious  and  develop  within  him- 


self a  faith  in   Deity   simply  by  becoming 
learned  and  educated. 

The  religious  side  of  man  is  as  separate 
and  distinct  from  the  other  sides  of 
him  as  the  physical,  intellectual  and  social 
are  different,  and  every  human  being  who 
lives  must  put  forth  a  definite  effort  to 
develop  faith  in  Deity  if  he  is  to  enjoy 
the  happiness  which  comes  through  reli- 
gion. Any  individual  who  neglects  this 
side  of  himself  and  thereby  blots  out  from 
his  life  the  harmonious  peace  and  the 
comforting  feeling  of  security  enjoyed  by 
those  who  believe  in  God  and  who  have 
the  capacity  to  pray  with  faith,  knowing 
that  their  Heavenly  Father  will  answer 
their  prayers  of  faith  not  only  cheats 
himself  ous  of  a  phase  of  happiness  which 
can  spring  from  no  other  source  but  he 
lives  a  life  that  is  not  fully  complete 

Each  With  The  Other. 

I  have  listed  for  you  the  six  sides  ot 
man,  the  moral,  the  physical,  the  social, 
the  aesthetic,  the  intellectual  and  the 
religious.  I  commend  them  for  you, 
for  they  embody  a  lot  of  happiness  we 
should  all  enjoy.  No  one  of  them  is 
entirely  dependent  on  any  other,  yet  each 
is  interwoven  with  the  others.  They 
are  the  basis  of  a  fuller  life.  They 
provide  for  a  person  to  look  to  his  own 
welfare  and  advancement  to  have  through 
unselfish  living  and  considerate  conduct, 
the  love  of  his  fellow  men,  to  enjoy  the 
beauties  of  the  world,  and  most  import- 
ant of  all  to  travel  the  roads  of  mortal 
life  in  the  companionship  of  God — always 
qualified  to  be  guided  by  the  spirit  of  the 
Father  which  is  everywhere  present  for 
those  who  seek  the  Lord  through  faith 
and  prayer. 

If  we  supplement  our  daily  routine 
with  the  principles  here  presented,  and 
do'  not  let  any  day  pass  without  having 
done  something  to  feed  every  side  of 
each  of  us,  the  monotony  of  life  will  be 
broken  and  hope  will  return  and  the  set- 
ting of  each  evening  sun  will  be  accom- 
panied with  the  feeling  of  a  day  well 
spent. 
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NEW  ARRIVALS. 


Again  we  have  been  blessed  in  the 
South  African  Mission  with  the  arrival  of 
Elder  Frank  W.  Duncan  on  9th  March, 
and  Elder  Dale  Abbott  Wilccx  on  23rd 
March.  Elder  Duncan  hails  from  Cen- 
terville,  Utah,  and  is  the  brother  of 
Elder  Le  Roy  Duncan,  who  laboured  in 
the  South  African  Mission  some  few 
years  ago.  Elder  Wilcox's  home  is  in 
Fielding:,  Utah.  We  welcome  these 
young  missionaries  with  open  arms  and 
know  that  they  will  be  of  great  assistance 
to  the  Church.  Both  of  the  new  arrivals 
have  been  assigned  to  the  Cape  District 
for  the  present.  May  the  Lord  bless  them 
in  their  calling,  inspire  them  with  zeal  and 
enthusiasm  and  may  they  prove  to  be  a 
blessing  to  all  with  whom  they  come  in 
contact  in  this  wonderful  land  of  South 
Africa. — B. 

□  □  

LIFE'S  STRENUOUS  JOURNEY. 

Oft  the  wheels  of  our  engines  are  slipping, 

In  trying  to  climb  up  the  hill ; 
Despite  that  the  sweat-drops  are  dripping 

From    exerting    the    strength    and    the 
will. 
Though  fatigued  and  oftentimes  tired, 

From  every -day  toils  we  repeat, 
Yet  cheerfully  onward,   aspiring — 

We  hope  that  the  end  will  be  sweet. 

To  the  hilltop — 'way  yonder  we're  driving 

No  matter  how  strenuous  it  be, 
With  dauntless  endeavours  we're  striving 

For  the  goal  we  imagine  we  see. 
Thus  day  after  day  is  completed 

While  the  mileposts  we're  passing 
along  ; 
The  result  will  be  joyfully  greeted, 

And  mingled  with  mirth  and  with  song. 

Then,  friends,  let's  push  on  without  ceas- 
ing, 
Not  minding  obstructions  we  meet, 
If  our  task  should  be  somewhat  displeas- 
ing 
Yet  we  cannot  afford  to  retreat; 
For  vic'try  awaits  the  hard  workers 

Whose  motto  is  "  Justice  and  Right,  " 
But  shame  and  disgrace  for  the  shirkers 
Who  won't  take  a  hand  in  the  fight! 

— John  A.  Olsen. 


THE  THREE  KINGS  OF  COLOGNE. 
By  Eugene  Field. 


From  out  Cologne  there  came  three  kings 

To  worship  Jesus  Christ,   their  king. 

To     Him    they    sought    fine    herbs    they 

brought, 

And  many  a  beauteous  golden  thing ; 

They    brought    their    gifts    to    Bethlehem 

town, 
And  in  that  manger  set  them  down. 

Then  spake  the  first  king,  and  he  said  : 
"  O,   Child,   most  heavenly,   bright  and 
fair! 

I  bring  this  crown  to  Bethlehem  town 
For  Thee,  and  only  Thee,  to  wear ; 

So  give  a  heavenly  crown  to  me 

When  I  shall  come  at  last  to  Thee!  " 

The  second,  then:  "  I  bring  Thee  here 
This  royal  robe,  O,  Child!  "  he  cried; 

"  Of  silk  'tis  spun,  and  such  an  one 
There  is  not  in  the  world  beside ; 

So  in  the  day  of  doom  requite 

Me  with  a  heavenly  robe  of  white!  " 

The  third  king  gave  his  gift,  and  quoth  : 
"  Spikenard  and  myrrh  to  Thee  I 
bring, 

And  with  these  twain  would  I  most  fain 
Annoint  the  body  of  my  King  ; 

So  may  the  incense  sometime  rise 

To  plead  for  me  in  yonder  skies!  " 

Thus  spake  the  three  kings  of  Cologne, 
That   gave   their   gifts   and   went   their 
way ; 

And  now  kneel  I  in  prayer  hard  by 
The  cradle  of  the  Child  to-day ; 

Nor  crown,   nor  robe,   nor  spice  I   bring 

As  offering  unto  Christ,  my  King. 

Yet  have  I  brought  a  gift  the  Child 
May  not  despise,   however  small ; 

For  here  I  lay  my  heart  to-day, 
And  it  is  full  of  love  to  all. 

Take  Thou  the  poor  but  loyal  thing, 

My  only  tribute,  Christ,  my  King  ! 


□    H 


'  No  man  is  so  poor  as  to  have  nothing 
worth  giving;  as  well  might  the  mountain 
streamlets  say  they  have  nothing  to  give 
the  sea  because  they  are  not  rivers." 
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Mission   News 

CAPE  DISTRICT. 
Elder  John  J.  Bates,  District  President, 
"  Cumorah,"  Main  Road,  Mowbray. 
Meetings  held  at  above  address,  Sundays, 
10.30  a.m.  and  7.0  p.m.  ;  Mutual,  Tuesdays, 
7.45  p.m.  ;  Relief  Society  and  Priesthood 
Meeting,    Thursdays,    7.45   p.m. 

Around   the  diamond. 

Western  Province  Baseball  Team  met 
Transvaal  at  the  Rosebank  Oval,  22nd 
February.  Our  players  were  a  bit  "off" 
but  even  then,  the  final  score,  6  runs  to 
our    3,    was    not   hard    to    take.  Elder 

Clarence  Randall  pitched  for  Transvaal — • 
it  was  good  having-  him  here  again. 

It  was  anybody's  game  on  Saturday, 
7th  March,  when  Cumorah  and  the  Cardi- 
nals met.  At  the  end  of  the  game  the 
score  was  tied.  Both  teams  played  hard 
— and  three  extra  innings  were  played 
before  the  game  was  won  ;  the  winning 
score  went  to  the  Cardinals,  9  to  our  8; 
but  the  game  was  really  anybody's  game. 
Saturday,  14th  March,  Cumorah  and 
Maitland  met — it  was  not  a  clash — and 
the  score  was  in  our  favour  16 — 5. 

A  hearty  welcome  to : 

Two  new  missionaries  from  the  States, 
Elder  Frank  W.  Duncan,  arriving  9th 
March,  Elder  Dale  Abbott  Wilcox,  arriv- 
ing 23rd  of  March. 

We  thank  our  Heavenly  Father  for  the 
call  to  this  land  and  for  their  safe  arrival. 
We  know  that  they  will  be  very  happy 
and  enjoy  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

Brother  and  Sister  Arthur  Fagan  and 
family  from  Durban.  They  arrived  14th 
March.  We   are  mighty   glad   to  have 

them  with  us  in  the  Cape — and  to  stay. 

"  Called  Home." 

With  many  a  heart  full  of  sadness, 
friends  and  loved  ones  gathered  at  the 
home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Levi  Cherrett 
in  Stickland  on  20th  February,  at  3 
p.m.,  to  pay  last  tribute  to  Brother 
Cherrett.  His     passing     away,     early 

that  same  morning,  was  so  peaceful  that 
surely  the  Lord  was  kind.  A  life  like 
his  was  more  than  a  nemory — it  is  a 
living  presence.  God  bless  his  dear  wife 
in  the  burden  she  must  bear — and  a  bless- 


ing, too,  for  the  children.  The  funeral 
was  conducted  by  District  President 
Bates,  President  LeGrand  P.  Packman 
being  the  principal  speaker  and  also  dedi- 
cating the  grave. 

A  "  thank  you  "  to : 

Mrs.  Len  Taylor  for  her  lovely  vocal 
solos  at  the  opening  Auxiliary  Social,  and 
to  Cumorah 's  Mixed  Chorus  for  the 
splendid  rendition  of  a  selection  from  the 
Easter  Cantata,  "  From  Manger  to 
Cross." 

The  Swarts',  from  President,  Sister 
Backman  and  Elder  Bates  for  that  delici- 
ous supper  on  21st  February. 

The  Toe  H  Club  at  the  Seaman's  In- 
stitute   for    the     privilege    given    to     the 

Cumorah  Minute  Men"  of  entertaining 
on   the   night  of   24th   February. 

The  saints  in  Paarl,  Piquetberg, 
Robertson,  Van  der  Stel,  Eerste  River 
and  Stickland  for  the  hospitality  and 
kindness  shown  to  Elders  Bailey  and 
Marsh  on  their  recent  visit  around  the 
District,  29th  February  to  3rd  March. 
The  spirit  manifest  by  all  members  was 
an  inspiration  indeed. 

The  Nels',  from  Elders  Bailey  and 
Kener  for  the  opportunity  of  presenting 
a  Lantern  Lecture  on  "  Church  History," 
the  night  of  12th  March. 

The  splendid  work  of  the  Relief  Society 
for  their  beautiful  Pageant  on  Sunday 
night,  15th  March,  depicting  the  part 
Women  has  played  in  the  Church,  and 
a  "  thank  you  "  to  the  120  people  in 
attendance. 

The  members  of  the  cast  of  Cumorah 's 
three -act  Mutual  play  for  their  loyalty 
and   wholehearted    support.  To    Elder 

Ray  F.  Marsh  for  his  patience  and 
courage  in  making  the  play,  "  Peg  O' 
My   Heart  "   such  a  grand  success. 

The  boys  from  the  West  (Isleta)  for 
the  practice  game  of  baseball  on  12th 
March. 

The  Seagers',  in  Glencairn,  for  the 
lovely  cottage  meeting  on  the  evening  of 
17th  March. 

Mr.  David  Gamble,  Dramatic  Critic 
for  the  Argus,  for  his  many  courtesies  to 
Cumorah. 
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In  short. 

Auxiliary  work  for  the  season  opened 
with  a  bang'  on  18th  February,  in  the 
form  of  a  social.  The  public,  150 
strong,  enjoyed  a  short  programme  and 
ended  the  evening  in  a  "  games  for  all 
manner. 

Congratulations    to    Eric    Bibb.  On 

'23rd  February  he  was  baptized  by  Elder 
Wm.  A.  Sorenson  and  confirmed  by 
Elder  Harlan  W.  Clark.  It  was  a  red- 
letter  dav,  for  Eric  as  well  as  for  his 
parents   and   grandparents. 

Branch  President  Clarence  B.  Spear, 
from  Bloemfontein,  was  a  Cumorah  guest 
over  the  first  week-end  in  March.  It  is 
always  a  pleasure  and  an  inspiration  to 
have  him  with  us.  He  was  one  of  the 
speakers  in  the  special  meeting  of  8th 
March  and  his  testimony  of  the  Gospel 
impressed  the  congregation.  He  carries 
the  best  wishes  of  the  Cape  District  back 
to  his  branch  in  Bloemfontein. 

Olga  Hubert  left  25th  February  on  the 
Stirling  Castle,  en  route  to  Johannesburg. 
We  enjoyed  her  company  immensly  while 
she  was  at  "  Cumorah  "  and  we  hope 
that  her  stay  in  the  Cape  was  of  great 
benefit   to  her. 

Sunday  night,  1st  March,  Walter  Park 
was  released  as  Mowbray  Branch  Presi- 
dent ;  Samuel  Waymouth,  as  1st  Coun- 
sellor ;  Louis  Swart,  as  2nd  Counsellor ; 
Alvin  Park,  as  Branch  Clerk.  May  they 
accept  our  thanks  and  appreciation  for 
their  fine  work. 

Elder  John  T.  M.  Wilson  was  sustained 
as  the  new  Branch  President,  with  Walter 
Park  as  1st  Counsellor  and  Charles  L. 
Brembridge  as  Branch  Clerk.  Sunday 
night,  15th  March,  the  following  were 
sustained  :  Alvin  Park,  2nd  Counsellor  in 
the  Branch  Presidency;  Thomas  Wilson, 
Chorister;  Margaret  Park,  Organist; 
Robert   Backman,    Librarian.  Mav  the 

choicest  blessings  of  our  Heavenly  Father 
be  with  those  called  to  labour  in  His  vine- 
yard. 

Bertie  Park  left  on  2nd  March  for 
Rhodesia  where  he  has  accepted  emplov- 
ment.  Our  best  wishes  and  prayers  for 
his  success  go  with  him. 

Happy  Birthday  to  You  "  again 
echoed  from  Cumorah's  happy  band — ■ 
this    time    to    Elder    Bates,    our    District 


President.  Twenty  candles  were  on  the 
birthday  cake.  He  celebrated  by  play- 
ing 2nd  Base  with  Western  Province  in 
the     game     against     Transvaal.  Many 

happy  returns  of  the  day. 

'"'  Cumorah's  Minute  Men  "  went  "  on 
the  air,"  broadcasting  from  the  Cape 
Town  Studio,  Wednesday  night,  18th 
March,  at  8  o'clock-  The  quarter-hour 
programme  was  in  "  American  Negro 
Fashion  " — with  close  harmony  and 
jokes. 

EAST  LONDON. 

Elder  W.  Orin  Taysom,  District  President. 

Elder  C.  H.  Jubber,  Branch  President. 

33,  King  Edward's  Road,  Vincent, 

East  London. 

Elders  Taysom  and  Reynolds  made  a 
country  trip  to'  Kingwilliamstown, 
Queenstown  and  Molteno  during  Febru- 
ary. They  were  successful  in  making 
some  very  fine  contacts.  While  at  Mol- 
teno visiting  with  the  Shelver  family, 
whom  they  found  full  of  faith  and  devo- 
tion to  the  Gospel,  a  baptismal  service 
was  held  for  Nellie  Shelver,  the  widow  of 
John  Shelver,  who  recently  passed  away 
in  Bloemfontein.  Elder  John  F.  Rey- 
nolds performed  the  baptism  and  Elder 
W.  Orin  Taysom  confirmed  Sister  Shel- 
ver a  member  of  the  Church. 

Catherine  Roline,  the  two  year  old 
daughter,  was  also  blessed  by  Elder  Rey- 
nolds. We  welcome  these  good  people 
into  the  fold  of  Christ. 

The  opening  social  for  the  Auxiliary 
Associations  was  held  on  21st  Februarv, 
and  all  who  attended  enjoyed  themselves. 
The  attendance  at  the  auxiliaries  has  been 
very  commendable. 

Elder  W.  Orin  Taysom  accompanied 
the  East  London  baseball  group  to  Port 
Elizabeth  on  22nd  February,  and  enjoyed 
his  association  with  them.  He  remained 
over  in  Port  Elizabeth  the  following  Sun- 
day to  participate  in  the  meetings  of  that 
branch.  His  trip  back  to  East  London 
was  via  hitch-hiking.  He  returned  well 
and  happy. 

Doctor  and  Sister  Wagner  are  the 
proud  parents  of  n  fine  baby  boy.  Con- 
gratulations from  the  mission  on  the 
arrival  of  this  "  little  bit  of  heaven." 
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PORT  ELIZABETH. 

Elder  Ralph  W.  Millburn,  District  President. 
Elder  R.  K.  F.  Doller,  Branch  President, 
Bushy   Park,   23,   Quoit   St.,   Port    Elizabeth. 

Services  held  at  Forresters'  Hall,  Palm 
Street,  Sundays,  10.30  a.m.  and  7  p.m. 

Another  step  forward  was  made  in  Port 
Elizabeth  this  last  month  with  the  open- 
ing a  branch  Primary  at  Mount  Pleasant 
on   the  21st  of  February.  The  weekly 

meetings  of  the  children  are  held  in  the 
home  of  Sister  McWilliams  and  that 
attendance  has  increased  encouragingly 
each  time  and  the  measure  of  success  has 
been  worth  the  extra  effort  put  forth. 

The  clash  between  the  Border  and 
Eastern  Province  baseball  teams  on  the 
122nd  of  February  is  worthy  of  mention, 
especially  since  it  brought  Elder  W.  Orin 
Taysom  from  East  London  district  as 
a  player,  and  a  very  welcome  visitor  here. 
He  addressed  the  members  and  friends  at 
the  two  Sunday  meetings  and  imparted 
some  commendable  advice  to  all. 

Sister  Olga  Hubert,  of  Johannesburg, 
paid  a  visit  to  Port  Elizabeth  on  her  re- 
turn journey  from  a  very  pleasant  vaca- 
tion in  Cape  Town.  She  was  travelling 
on  the  new  Stirling  Castle  and  was  ac- 
companied bv  Miss  Chase  also  of  Johan- 
nesburg. 

Sister  Cecelia  Russell  left  us  on  the  1st 
of  March  for  a  few  months'  stay  in  East 
London.  She  will  be  missed  exceedingly 
until  her  anticipated  return.  May  her 
stay  be  an  enjoyable  one. 

Sister  Vera  Smith  has  left  for  an  in- 
definite stay  in  Johannesburg.  Her 
departure  on  the  4th  of  March  has  taken 
a  faithful  and  willing  member  from  this 
district. 


DURBAN,  NATAL  DISTRICT. 

Elder  Julian   R.   Durham,   District   President. 

Elder  H.  J.  Trestrail,   Branch  President. 

Meetings  held  at  Perla  Siedle  Studio, 
Buchanan  Building,  West  and  Russel  Streets. 
Sunday  School,  10.30  a.m.  Evening  Service, 
P  m., 
The  Durban  branch  is  looking  for  a 
real  banner  year  for  1936.  It  looks  very 
encouraging  as  two  baptismal  services 
have  been  held  within  the  past  month. 
On  15th  February,  three  stalwarts  were 
added   to   the   fold,    and   on    10th   March, 


two  more  entered  the  water  of  baptism. 
Hendrina  Dorothea  Nel  Kukard  and  Rosa 
Caroline  Fletcher  were  baptized  by  Elder 
Robert  R.  Child  and  confirmed  by  Elder 
Julian  R.  Durham;  Susan  Maude  Eva 
Kukard,  Leslie  Warren  Doyle  and  Mar- 
garet Carolina  Fletcher  were  baptized  by 
Elder  Julian  R.  Durham  and  confirmed  by 
Elder  Robert  R.  Child.  Congratulations 
are  in  order  and  we  know  that  these  fine 
people  will  enjoy  the  blessings  of  the 
Gospel. 

Elders  Durham  and  Child  were  privi- 
leged to  enjoy  an  illustrated  lecture  on 
Tuesday,  3rd  March,  at  the  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Dan  P.  Owen.  The  lecturer, 
Captain  Harry  P'idgeon,  is  the  famous 
skipper  of  the  36  foot  yawl,  "  The 
Islander."  This  is  the  second  visit  of 
the  Captain  to  Durban  on  a  world  cruise. 
He  said  that  it  had  been  his  pleasure  to 
meet  some  of  the  Mormon  missionaries  in 
the  South  Sea  Islands. 

The  auxiliary  organizations  opened 
their  season  with  a  gala  night  on  the  26th 
of  February.  The  programme  was  ar- 
ranged by  the  travelling  elders,  consisting 
of  games,  light  refreshments  and  dancing. 
A  splendid  crowd  was  present  and  much 
commendation  is  due  the  members  who 
aided  in  making  the  event  such  a  success. 

Durban  branch  suffers  a  double  loss 
this  month  in  the  departure  of  Brother 
Wells  Evan  and  family  and  Brother 
Arthur  Fagan  and  family,  who  are  mak- 
ing their  homes  in  other  parts  of  the 
Lmion.  Wherever  they  go  we  wish  them 
happiness   and   success. 


TRANSVAAL   DISTRICT. 
District   President:   Morris   Pratt   Woolley. 

Meetings  held  at  395,  Commissioner  Street, 
Sundays  at  10  a.m.  and  7  p.m. 

Springs  Hall,  19,  Second  Avenue,  Geduld : 
Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  at  8.00  p.m. ;  and 
Sundays  at  10.30  a.m.   and  7.30  p.m. 

Liahona  Branch,  20,  Petunia  St.,  Rosetten- 
ville :   Sundays  at   10.30  a.m.    and  7.30  p.m. 

Waterval  Branch,  c/o  J.  P.  Brummer, 
Waterval  Estate:  Sundays  at  10.30  a.m.  and 
6.00  p.m. 

Boksburg  Branch,  29,  Moore  Avenue : 
Sundays  at  7.30  p.m. 

Transvaal  comes  to  the  front  again  this 
month  with  several  baptisms  to  her  credit. 
On  1st  March,  Brother  R.   G.   Frost  and 
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Sister  Winnie  Roland  were  adminis- 
tered the  baptismal  ordinance  and  made 
one  with  us  in  Christ. 

Elder  Dee  R.  Parkinson  baptized 
Brother  Frost  and  Elder  Brent  M.  Palmer 
confirmed  him  a  member  of  the  Church 
Elder  Morris  P.  Woolley  baptized  Sister 
Roland  and  she  was  confirmed  by  Elder 
James  G.  Shumway. 

At  Springs,  Sister  Susanna  Wilhelmina 
Pretorius  and  Sister  Katrlna  Elizabeth 
Pretorius  were  welcomed  into  the  Church. 
Elder  Ross  D.  Benson  performed  the 
baptismal  ordinance  and  they  were  con- 
firmed by  Elders  Omer  J.  Smith  and  R. 
Bradfield     Jakins,      respectively.  This 

happened  on  16th   February. 

On  2nd  March,  Brother  Barney  Cohen, 
of  Kenilvvorth,  Kimberley,  was  baptized 
and  confirmed  a  member  of  the  Church  by 
Elder  Morris  Pratt  Woolley. 

On  12th  March,  two  of  the  children  of 
record  in  Springs,  viz.,  Dolina  Johnson 
and  Daniel  Charles  Jubber  were  baptized. 

It  is  with  the  sincerest  and  most  hearty 
rejoicing  that  we  see  these  members  ful- 
fill the  first  Gospel  requirements  and  we 
welcome  them  into  the  Church.  May 
future  association  with  the  Saints,  con- 
tinued study  and  prayer  and  fulfilment  of 
duty  bring  them  happiness  and  content- 
ment in  this,  the  true  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

Members  of  the  Church  at  Grasmere, 
Evaton,  Potehefstroom  and  Lichtenburg 
were  visited  by  Elders  Woollev  and 
Parkinson  on  a  recent  trip  which  carried 
them  into  Western  Transvaal.  All  mem- 
bers and  friends  were  enjoying  good 
health,  prosperity  and  exhibited  the  true 
spirit  of  the  Gospel. 

It  is  with  regret  that  Transvaal  must 
sav  good-bye  to  Elder  Morris  Pratt 
Woollev,  our  District  President,  as  he 
leaves  for  home  from  Lorenco  Marques  on 
31st  March.  Few  missionaries  have 
made  a  wider  circle  of  friends  or  have 
been  better  loved  than  Elder  Woolley. 
To  him  we  sav  ban  voyage.  We  are 
happy  to  have  known  you,  our  lives  have 
been  bettered  through  our  association 
with  you.  You  have  been  a  diligent 
servant,  humble  but  forceful,  you  have 
always  looked  for  the  best  in  others  and 


found  it  and  have  left  the  Transvaal  in 
a  greatly  improved  condition.  Regards 
to  Ziion. 

Ramah. 

About  40  young  tots  arrived  at  the 
opening  Primary  social  on  12th  February. 
Sister  van  Rooyen  is  president  and  is 
being  assisted  by  Elder  Shumway. 

As  per  arrangement,  Ramah  and  Lia- 
hona  branches  met  conjointly  at  Ramah 
on  the  third  Sunday  an  February.  Elder 
Kenneth  Sutherland  was  the  speaker,  and 
the  Liahona  Branch  choir  added  to  the 
spirit  of  the  meeting  with  a  beautiful 
musical  selection. 

Sixty-five  excited  and  enthusiastic 
members  and  friends  crowded  into  Ramah 
on  the  11th  of  February  for  the  opening 
M.I. A.  social.  Our  officers  introduced 
us  to  a  "  Scavenger  Hunt  and  Water- 
melon Bust."  The  grouo  received  in- 
structions from  Brother  Evan  Wright, 
divided  into  groups  of  seven  to  a  car  and 
were  off  to  the  hunt.  Racing  over  the 
town  they  procured  autographed  eggs, 
pictures  of  Shirley  Temple,  old  milk 
bottle  tops  and  all  kinds  of  junk.  Brother 
Sutherland's  car  reached  the  goal,  Ken- 
sington Park,  first  with  all  the  necessary 
articles    and    received    the    prize.  The 

evening  was  topped  off  with  the  devour- 
ing of  15  iced  watermelons.  A  o-reat 
start,  for  the  good  ship  "  M.I. A." 

The  Relief  Society  annual  opening 
social  was  held  on  12th  February,  under 
the  direction  of  Sister  Brebner,  the  very 
capable  president.  It  was  a  gtet  ac- 
quainted party  and  a  programme  was 
given  and  light  refreshments  served. 

Sister  Eileen  Pearce  has  been  very  ill 
during  the  past  month.  She  has  fully 
recuperated  at  present  and  we  are  happy 
to  see  her  around  again.  Here's  wish- 
ing you  the  continued  blessings  of  the 
Lord. 

Liahona. 

Brother  Jacob  Shubach's  home  was  the 
scene  of  the  opening  M.I.  A.  social, 
games,  dancing  and  refreshments  were 
enjoyed  by  the  group.  Brother  George 
T.  Smith  was  in  charge  and  was  capably 
assisted  and  supported  by  all  branch 
members.        It  was  a  real  jolly  time. 
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Sister  Hughes,  for  ;i  long  time  ailing, 
filially  underwent  a  serious  appendicitis 
operation  at  the  Courtney  Nursing  Home- 
in  P'arktown.  Thanks  to  a  strong  abid- 
ing faith,  prayer  and  excellent  medical 
attention,  we  again  have  her  up  and 
around.  May  the  Lord  bless  you  with 
increasing  health  and  strength  to  enable 
you  to  perform   your   many  duties. 

We  are  sorry  to  hear  of  the  illness  of 
the  young  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert 
Ninow.  Our  constant  prayer  is  that  he 
will  soon  be  returned  from  hospital  to  his 
home. 

Waterval. 

Waterval  Branch,  under  the  capable 
leadership  of  Branch  President  J.  P. 
Brummer  has  made  notable  improvement 
during  the  past  month.  February  saw 
the  organization  of  the  M.I. A.  Relief 
Society  and  Primary.  All  three  organiza- 
tions are  carrying  on  with  a  good  attend- 
ance  and    sweet   spirit. 

Elder  Woolley,  our  District  President, 
gave  his  farewell  address  to  the  branch  on 
1st  March.  He  thanked  all  for  their  love 
and  courtesy  and  prayed  for  their  contin- 
ued faithfulness  to  the  Gospel  principles. 

Springs. 

We  welcome  Sister  Eileen  Jakins  after 
a  long  holiday  in  town  at  her  mother's, 
Sister  Mary  E.  Vice. 

Sister  Mavis  Louw  has  been  seriously 
ill  in  the  Far  East  Rand  Hospital. 
Through  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  she 
is  now  convalescing.  She  plans  an  ex- 
tended trip  to  East  London,  where  she 
will  be  under  the  careful  watch  of  her 
mother,    Sister    Futter. 

On  Sunday  evening,  8th  March,  we  had 
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the  pleasure  of  having  Brother  and  Sister 
George  T.  Smith  and  Brother  and  Sister 
Kenneth    Sutherland    from    Johannesburg 

as  visitors  and  speakers  for  the  evening 
service. 

Pretoria. 

To  inaugurate  the  plan  of  exchange  of 
speakers,  Elders  Shumway  and  Palmer 
visited  Pretoria,  Sunday,  23rd  February, 
and  delivered. addresses  to  the  Saints.  A 
fine  group  was. in  attendance. 


OBLIGATION  TO  THOSE  WHO 
FOLLOW. 

An  old  man  travelling  a  lone  highway, 
Came  at  the  evening  cold  and  gray, 
To  a  chasm  deep  and  wide. 
The  old  man  crossed  is  twilight  dim, 
For  the   sullen   stream   held   no   fear   for 

him, 
For  he  turned  when  he  reached  the  other 

side, 
And  budded  a  bridge  to  span  the  tide. 

Old  man  cried  a  fellow  pilgrim  near, 

"  You    are    wasting   your    strength    with 

building  here. 
Your   journey    will    end    with    the   ending 

day 

And  you  never  again  will  pass  this  way. 
You    have    crossed    the    chasm    deep    and 

wide 
Why   build   a   bridge   at   eventide? 

And  the  builder  raised  his  old  grey  head, 
"  Good  friend,  on  the  path  I  have  come," 

he  said, 
"  There  followeth  after  me  to-dav 
A  youth  whose  feet  will  pass  this  way. 
This    stream    which    has   been    naught    to 

me, 
To  that  fair  haired  boy  mav  a  pitfall  be. 
He,   too,  must  cross  in  the  twilight  dim, 
Good  friend,  I  am  building  this  bridge  for 

him." 
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